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Thinking 
Moves
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A poem by Rudyard Kipling

I keep six honest serving-men, 
(They taught me all I knew),

Their names are What and Why and 
When,

And How and Where and Who?

o Can you explain that…?

o What do you mean by that..?

o Can you give me an example…?

o Why do you think that……..?

o How do we know that…..?

o What are your reasons…..?

o What would someone who disagreed 
with you say…?

Are questions helpful? Suggested questions

Try asking some of the suggested questions to draw out your child’s thinking 

Asking questions in P4C

More questions on 
https://dialogueworks.co.uk/

wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/P4

C-letter-to-parents.docx
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P4C discussion suggestions

The Giving Tree

https://youtu.be/XFQZfeHq9wo

Talking points
o What made the tree happy? 
o Did the boy get too greedy?
o Does giving people things make you happy?
o Is there a tree that you really like?

All you need is love

https://youtu.be/w_8_pbu_cNo

Talking points
o Who were the Beatles?
o What do you notice about the people, clothes, 

musical instruments in the video?
o Is love all you need?
o What does it mean to love someone?

Younger children Older children
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Thinking Moves are:

o A way to describe different types 
of thinking

o A way to help children improve 
the way they think

o A combination of verbal, written, 
visual and activity-led learning

o To talk about the sort of thinking 
you already do

o To solve a problem more easily

o To learn a lesson better

o To have some fun with drawing or 
signing them

Do you remember? How can you use them?

Did you try out last week’s Move – Think AHEAD?
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Thinking Move of the week

Think BACK

Let’s take some 
time to reflect…

What can you 
remember 

from….?
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Thinking Move for early years

Let’s look back

Let’s do a 
Thinking Move!

Can you remember a 
dream you had?

Think BACK
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Sign it……….

https://vimeo.com/400943469
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Discuss how the Move works in…………..?

Learning history

Finding Grandad’s glasses

Writing a diary

Archaeology

Charles Darwin’s 
theory of evolution

Think BACK
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Try using the Move to…….

oHave a conversation
oDraw a picture
oWrite some bullet points
oDo a mind map
oDo your own thing!

…. say what was 
most fun last 

weekend

… write a 
newspaper 

report on being 
home-schooled

… imagine you are a 
detective trying to get  
people to talk about a 

bank robbery they 
witnessed

Think BACK
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More stuff……….

https://dialogueworks.co.uk/hometalk/

#P4C and #thinkingmoves


